










OK TALK: DESIGN DIALOGUES BETWEEN HELSINKI  
AND LONDON

In 2010, we commissioned Finnish design think tank OK Do,
founded by Jenna Sutela and Anni Puolakka, to create a 
platform bringing together designers, artists and theorists 
operating in Finland and Britain. The result was OK Talk 
– a September series of breakfast and brunch talks about 
emerging questions in design philosophy and strategic design. 
The events kicked off at Helsinki Design Week and then 
travelled to the Institute’s temporary restaurant HEL YES!  
in London for a further three breakfast and brunch events.

The topics were ‘Making Places’, ‘Strategies of Participation’ 
and ‘Borderlands’. Each session had 4-5 speakers, including 
Celine Condorelli, Ulla-Maaria Engeström, Sarah Ichioka, 
Martti Kalliala, Max Lamb, Amanda Levete, Karen Mirza, 
Shohei Shigematsu, Aamu Song, Teemu Suviala, Tuomas 
Toivonen, Nene Tsuboi and Åbäke. All talks were accompanied 
by a tabloid paper in which the speakers and topics were 
introduced both to each other and to the participants.

In 2011, OK Do will publish OK Talk Book – a documentary 
publication with thoughts, questions and references from and 
inspired by the get-togethers. 

At the end of this process we asked OK Do and artist 
and designer Nene Tsuboi to reflect on it. You will find this 
specially commissioned visual essay on pages 14–15.





NESTING IN AN URBAN ORCHARD

The Nest, a wood pavilion commissioned by the Finnish 
Institute in London, was launched at the London Festival of 
Architecture 2010 as part of the International Architecture 
Showcase. The Nest was presented at the Union Street Urban 
Orchard, a disused site that was turned into a flourishing 
urban garden for the summer 2010.

The Nest is the result of an architectural competition with 
the Wood Programme at the Department of Architecture 
at Aalto University in Finland and the Finnish Institute 
in London. The structure was designed and built by an 
international group of students and in-house architects 
from the one-year course directed by leading Finnish wood 
architect Professor Pekka Heikkinen. The programme aims  
to increase knowledge of the architectural, ecological, 
aesthetic and technical aspects of wood in contemporary 
architecture. It is internationally renowned for annual 1:1 
scale experimental projects, including several pavilions and, 
most recently, a prototype solar powered energy house as  
part of the ‘Solar Decathlon 2010’ competition in Madrid.

The Nest was invited by the Architecture Foundation to  
be part of the Union Street Urban Orchard project. The 
orchard, located at 100 Union Street in the Bankside area  
in Southwark, was created in collaboration with a number  
of community groups. Events at the Urban Orchard included 
urban food-growing workshops, a plant adaptation scheme 
and outdoor screenings.

The Nest’s pergola-like design, consisting of a mesh  
of shelter, decking and stools, added an abstract timber 
garden to the site and offered a spot where visitors to  
the orchard could meet, rest and explore the garden 
throughout the summer.

After the Union Street Urban Orchard was dismantled 
in September 2010, the Nest was adopted by the owner of 
the Orchard site, architect Roger Zogolovitch from Lakeside 
Estates. The second UK home of the Nest will be a private 
development on the Dorset coast. 



VOYAGES BETWEEN SUCCESS AND FAILURE: 
THE SPACES OF ANTTI LAITINEN

Artist Antti Laitinen performs and creates spatial utopias, 
navigating a territory that is simultaneously innocent and 
haunted by a knowledge of our current ecological crisis. In 
2005, Laitinen participated in one of the Finnish Institute’s 
early artist-in-residence programmes, spending three months 
at the Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art, where he produced 
a series of GPS map drawings. Since then, he has built his 
own island, sailed the Thames on a palm tree and attempted 
to split the sea.

In 2010, Laitinen was commissioned to produce a new 
work for the Liverpool Biennial, and invited to show a 
selection of his previous works. He built a vessel in the gallery 
of A Foundation Liverpool. The Bark is a boat made from 
old bark, a common material of Finnish children’s games, 
collected from the floor of the forest. Laitinen set out on an 
inaugural voyage in his vessel on September 2010, as part 
of the biennial programme and steered his tiny bark boat 
though the rough tides of the Mersey. “It is more important  
to struggle for your dreams than to succeed in them,” he  
says of his work.

URBAN MEDIA IN LIVERPOOL AND HELSINKI 

In 2010, a pilot residency exchange initiated and supported 
by the Finnish Institute created a strong bond between 
two groundbreaking community television projects in 
the neighbourhoods of Anfield in Liverpool and Kontula 
in Helsinki on issues of public space, social change and 
citizenship. 

Tenantspin, the acclaimed Liverpool-based community 
television operated from within FACT (Foundation for Art 
and Creative Technology) and Helsinki-based m2hz at the 
m-cult Centre for New Media Culture collaborated in both 
cities and produced work to be screened in public spaces. 
The unique project aimed to create new ways of seeing and 
being heard, exploring issues of loneliness and normality in 
urban environments. The residency started off in summer 
2010 when Tenantspin travelled to Helsinki to work with 
m2hz and community groups in the Kontula neighbourhood. 
In late September 2010, the Finnish participants travelled to 
Liverpool and worked with local groups on their project Giants 
of the Hoods to produce animated “dance battles” that were 
projected onto building facades. 

The exchange contributed to Media Facades 2010, 
an European festival of media art and urban media that 
reclaimed public spaces and showed work on urban screens 
in seven European cities throughout Autumn 2010. 









FURTHER EDUCATION: TUITION FEES 

“We won’t be a lost generation, fight for jobs and education,” 
was one of the more politically correct chants of the student 
protesters during the mass demonstration of September 2010, 
the day when Parliament voted in favour of tripling university 
tuition fees in the UK. “Nick Clegg shame on you, shame 
on you for turning blue” represented the other end of the 
spectrum – perhaps closer to the true feelings of the students 
as the demonstration turned into a riot. 

We followed closely the reactions prompted by the Browne 
review on the future of higher education in England. 
Education has long been considered an important public 
service, important for social mobility and for the progress of  
society. However, recent policy changes and rising tuition fees 
portray a different story – higher education is increasingly 
thought of as a market where universities, with little public 
subvention, compete to attract student consumers. 

In Finland the higher education field is also being 
reformed and the introduction of tuition fees has come up 
in discussions. Our study on the issue resulted in a report 
discussing the direction of higher-education funding with the 
aim of sharing British experiences with the Finnish audience.



HUB HELSINKI

In September 2009, the first Hub opened in Helsinki – a node 
in the global community of people from different professions, 
backgrounds and cultures working at ‘new frontiers’ to tackle 
social, cultural and environmental challenges. We felt that the 
time was ripe for Finland to join an international network of 
social innovators and invited Jonathan Robinson, one of the 
founding members of the Hub in London, to visit Helsinki.  
 Our hunch was right: there are now three Hubs in Finland.

Our work on social enterprises included a media campaign 
to change the current social enterprise legislation in Finland, 
series of talks, reports on social enterprises in Finland –  
and visits to Finland and to the UK. We had introduced  
UK-type social entrepreneurship to the Finnish Parliament’s 
Committee for the Future and the Minister of Employment, 
Ms. Anni Sinnemäki. In spring 2011, a working group, set  
up by the Ministry of Employment and Economy, will  
publish its findings on how to further develop the model  
of social enterprise in Finland. Our three-year intervention  
in this field has seen the introduction of the concept of  
social entrepreneurship as part of the ongoing discussion  
in Finland. 





ARTS & CULTURE 

A Foundation  
Aalto University, School of 

Art and Design 
Aalto University, School of 

Science and Technology, 
Wood Programme

Altia Koskenkorva
AND Festival 
Animate Projects 
Architecture Foundation
Artangel
Artek
Artrocker Magazine
Avain Publishing 

Belfast Exposed
Bitter Lemon Press
British Arts Festivals 

Association
British Council 

Camden Arts Centre 
Centrifugal 
City of Helsinki
Clash
Cornerhouse

Dazed & Confused
Design Forum Finland
Design Council
Design London 
Diiarts Publishing 
DocPoint, Helsinki 

Documentary Film 
Festival 

Docfest

Embassy of Finland, Dublin
Embassy of Finland, London
EUNIC – European Union 

National Institutes for 
Culture  

FACT – Foundation for Art 
and Creative Technology

FILI – Finnish Literature 
Information Centre 

 

FIMIC – Finnish Music 
Information Centre 

Flow Festival  
Folly
FRAME – Finnish Fund for 

Art Exchange

Hartwall Lapin Kulta 
Hayward Gallery 
Helsinki Design Week 
HIAP – Helsinki International 

Artist-in-Residence 
Programme 

Icon Magazine
IDEO  
It’s Nice That
Iittala
ISEA 2009 Belfast – 

International Symposium 
on Electronic Art 

LCAC – London Centre 
for Arts and Cultural 
Exchange

Liverpool Biennial 
London Festival of 

Architecture
London Design Festival
London Design Guide

M2HZ  
M.A.R.I.N. Media Art 

Research Interdisciplinary 
Network

m-cult  
Ministry of Education and 

Culture Finland
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Finland
MUSEX – Music Export 

Finland

Nemo Publishing 
NICE Festival – Nordic Art  

& Culture Festival
Nikari
NME Magazine
Nottinghill Arts Club

OK Do
Otava Publishing 

Parasol Unit Foundation 
for Contemporary Art 

Pervasive Media Studio 
Pixelache Festival of 

Electronic Art and 
Subculture

Portobello Books 
Pro Arte Foundation
Purple PR 

Royal College of Art, Helen 
Hamlyn Centre 

SAAS Instruments
Selki-Asema  
Skandium
Sunday Times
Swedish Cultural Foundation 

in Finland
Söderströms Publishing 

Tampere Art Museum
Tate Liverpool
Temple Bar Gallery and 

Studios
Tenantspin  
Theo PR  
Turku 2011 European Capital 

of Culture   
Turku Modern 

Union Street Urban Orchard

Victoria & Albert Museum
Visiting Arts
VOID 

Walker Books  
Wapping Project  
Wapping Project Bankside 
Waterloo Press  
World Design Capital Helsinki 

2012  
Winchester Gallery 
WSOY Publishing 

Zabludowicz Collection 



SOCIETY 

Academy of Finland
Ashoka

British Council Finland

CARA – Council for Assisting 
Refugee Academic

CASE Europe Centre for 
Metropolitan Studies

City of Berlin
City of Dublin
City of Helsinki
Confederation of Finnish 

Industries
Council of Finnish 

Foundations

Demos Helsinki

Embassy of Finland, Dublin
Embassy of Finland, London

Fair Finance
Federation of Finnish 

Enterprises 
FBCC – Finnish-British 

Chamber of Commerce 
Finnish Council of University 

Rectors
Finnish Environment 

Institute
Finnish Funding Agency 

for Technology and 
Innovation (Tekes)

Finnish Institute in Germany
Finnvera 
Finpro

Green Tomato Cars
Greenwich Leisure Limited

Hackney Community 
Transport

Hanasaari, The Swedish-
Finnish Cultural Centre

Higher Education Policy 
Institute

Hoxton Apprentice
Hub Kings Cross
IDEO 
IPPR Institute for Public 

Policy Research 

KANE – Finnish government 
committee to enhance 
cooperation between civil 
society and the public 
administration

King’s College
Kuntaliitto – The Association 

of Finnish Local and 
Regional Authorities

Laurea University of Applied 
Sciences 

London Borough of Barnet 
Council

Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 
Finland

Ministry of Education and 
Culture, Finland

Ministry of Employment and 
the Economy, Finland

National Institute for Health 
and Welfare in Finland

NESTA – National 
Endowment for Science, 
Technology and the Arts

New Economics Foundation

Open Knowledge Foundation

Parliament of Finland, 
Committee for the Future 

Parliament of Finland, 
Education and Culture 
Committee 

Pluto Finland 

Remake EkoDesign

SSEES – University College 
London, School of Slavonic 
and East European Studies 

Sitra – The Finnish 
Innovation Fund

Skoll Foundation
Social Enterprise Coalition 
Society for the Study of 

Ethnic Relations and 
International Migration 
(ETMU)

SYFO Oy

Technical Research Centre of 
Finland (VTT)

Trade Union for the Public 
and Welfare Sectors, 
Finland

University of Bristol
University of Cambridge
University of Helsinki
University of Eastern Finland
University of Jyväskylä
University of Liverpool
University of Oulu
University of Oxford

Venturesome, Social 
Investment Fund

Westminster Forum Projects

Åbo Akademi University



STAFF

Raija Koli 
Director

Hanna Harris
Programme Director, Arts and Culture

Jussi Nissilä
Programme Director, Society

Animaya Grant
PR

Anita Rockman
Administration

The Finnish Institute also employs several  
trainees each year.

CONTACT

The Finnish Institute 
in London
35-36 Eagle Street
London WC1R 4AQ
United Kingdom
T +44(0)20 7404 3309

NETWORK

The Finnish Institute was established in London  
in 1991. Our core funding comes from the  
Ministry of Education and Culture in Finland.

The Finnish Institute is one of 16 independent 
Finnish cultural and academic institutes. 

We are also part of EUNIC, the European Union 
National Institutes for Culture Network.




